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X. The enclosed filo bun been reviewed by this ^ffloe 
and is ro turned to ym? with tm» commont© on tho legal napoo to 
nr the action suggoa&od* 


cai l iMspfccsdbar 10*17. Apparuntly# thor© wore ?ic td-tneases 
to tho accident* ?ha driver ©tilted let an interrogatory 
that he wrb currying cortain tihi.ted States records in hi© 
vahicle whoij sx hcreo-dravu curt caused him to sworve Into 
tho building', The polio© apparently ccnolderecl him negli- 
gent* however, and charged him with rookie on driving* The 
final polios action is not indicated* 

5* Neither the driver nor oi xr clerk in charge of 
transportation reported the accident# and on at least one 
occasion, the clork diverted an iattaapt by tho building 
owaer to oubnit his claim* %’hea the aeoident was finally 
brought to our attention in Pobmaary# 1949* both the driver 
and the olork vrero auapondod and later dl ©charged* In tha 
moantlnw* the driver had! been attempting to settle the 
damages directly vlth the building owner in order to 
pxv»om Idle employment vith our station* 

4* The ™>mop of tho building* Hr* than 

aubsr.it tod a olaln against the United States Oovaramont for 
W for dorms© to hi© property* A member of the U* S* 
TTWWLfz n Claim Corcalaaion on tlaotod the dorasgos to be 
H or 1 op»« 

b* The Chief of the has rooss* 

•aandod that the p lain bs approved for settlement in th© 
tsmxltmn amount of ^■^■subjoct to negotiation and a 
possible reduction w|M|» This. r ©oossaenda tl on was than 
forwarded tc you by thb Chief* Budget and Firatnoo Branch* 
with the suggestion that the Director*© approval be obtained 
in order to ram>v« any possible doubts of validity* 
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6* applicable to tb» auttiomont of "w*t 

Claino against Uio Cc/Vf*.rfmcmt do laot wv«r this situation* 

Th© Podraral Tort» Cl el*a»> Act <>f 10*16 lfi United to claim* 
arising within the United States <md apeolfleally emlliAM 
dolus arising cwtsido* Coi^^esa has Jenlocfl^ guarded 
the right to pay foreign oleina end has granted this power 
only to certain specified Kg<»clea for etrlotly Halted 
purposes Ho ouoh power haji bean extsnded to this Agency* 

We imvo ul^?r*«eed the mattnr v.i th legal of floors for the 
Department of State who are «*xparlenood In this fields- 
sjw! they concur that the non sal procedure where favorable 
action an such a claim la doiilrod ia to forward it to the 
Oenur&l fee counting Office# ^lifch a ’^ecoranendation that it 
be considered c meritorious claim ifor submission to Congress 
for octal relief* If such action la deal red# we fool 
our r ec n-r.ienda ti on should bn limited to the figure of 
L>:i SO# according to t ho oatJrjate of the Foreign Claims 
Hop r\»E oo t & tl v o * 

7. in view of thfl* above# It Is our opinion that 
thorfi is no authority for the Dirac tor to approve payment 
o:" Inin clnin unless t!i ere urn * poo lal aspect* of a confi- 
dential nature or which go to the actual basis of operations* 

On the rooerd# there do not upptsr to be mioh special conatdora- 
tiwm, »3 thu claim Is one iftilch wan handled op only with the 
full luu^lsdge of this pollen and other officials* 
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